
RAPID ANALYSIS OF DRUGS PROGRAM 
Launched by Governor of Maryland to
Identify Illicit Drugs & Counter Recent
Increase in Overdose Deaths
The pilot program is testing drugs and paraphernalia using highly accurate
fast detection mass spectrometry enabled by IonSense’s Direct Analysis in
Real Time (DART), to identify the contents of drugs within minutes.

RAPID ANALYSES ACCESSIBLE TECHNOLOGYANSWERS FAST

"For police, there is no other drug detection test
available in the field to provide almost
instantaneous results with such high accuracy
rates. The immediate feedback to the criminal
investigators is invaluable. The innovative
instrument also allows for enhanced
collaboration with public health organizations.

COLONEL WOODROW W. “JERRY” JONES III, SUPERINTENDENT

OF THE MARYLAND STATE POLICE

Currently available ion sources place extreme restrictions on the speed and convenience of
sample analysis by mass spectrometry. DART is attractive for the fast screening of illicit drug
materials because it does not require preparation of the samples. This direct analysis is
extremely fast and can be performed by anyone at the point of need.

DART provides lab-based performance for applications where fast results are critical



"

"

This is important work—especially given the increased
intentional and unintentional use of fentanyl, which
accounted for nearly 93% of all opioid-related deaths
and 83% of all fatal overdoses in the first six months of
the year.

LT. GOVERNOR RUTHERFORD

The Rapid Analysis of Drugs program provides Maryland
with an opportunity to substantially increase its ability to
monitor the drug supply in the state. The information
provided by the program will help us to communicate
the dangers of these drugs even more effectively and
ultimately save more lives.

Secretary Dennis Schrader of Maryland Department of Health

DART is an ionization source that, uniquely, analyzes a variety of particles (including
solids, liquids and gases) without needing any sample preparation for MS analyses to
work. This removes a major time-consuming step, so users can rapidly identify samples,
including many that don’t ionize well using other methods.

For more information on using DART to get you answers fast, at the
point of need, download our forensics application e-notebook, or
book some time to chat to our specialists


